2006 Census Guide
This handout provides just one example of how to conduct a search of the 2006 Census using topic-based tabulations.
To begin, click this link to reach the topic-based tabulations
page:
Census 2006 Topic Tabulations
Select the topic most relevant to your search.
Example: What is the current number of Canadians who have
postsecondary education?
For this example, we will click topic three, Education.

Select the subtopic most relevant to your search.
For this example, Highest certificate, diploma or degree
appears the most relevant.

Scroll through the list of results.
Note the topic, geographic and date choices in the titles.
Sometimes you may get many results.
For our example, number two seems best as this option
covers the highest certificate, diploma or degree attained.
Under number two, the second and third choices both list
Canada. Either option is OK to choose because we are
looking for the number of Canadians with postsecondary
education. We will select the second option by clicking the
HTML link.
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A table appears. Use the drop-down menus to change the
data if necessary (ex. change Canada to a province). For
this example, because we want the total number of
Canadians with post-secondary education, we do not need
to use the drop-down menu.
Read the table very carefully to ensure the appropriate
statistics are there. You may not need to use the whole
table but rather select certain figures. You may need to
read the footnotes at the bottom of page to verify
definitions.

The number of Canadians with a Certificate, diploma or
degree is 19,565,895. Note the titles under this line are
slightly indented (see red arrow), indicating the following
numbers are a subset of the 19 million. As this table shows,
the number of Canadians with a Certificate, diploma or
degree is broken down into four subcategories: High school
certificates; Apprenticeship or trade certificates or diplomas;
College, CEGEP or other non-university certificates or
diplomas; and University certificates, diplomas or degrees.
Add these four numbers and you get 19,565,895.
For our topic, we are looking for the total number of
Canadians with postsecondary education. Therefore, we
subtract the number of high school certificates 6,553,420
from the total 19,565,895, which is 13,012,475.

You may wish to download the table into Excel to create
graphs, add numbers etc. Click the Download tab to do
this.
Then click CSV for an Excel-friendly file.
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A dialog box appears.
Click OK.

The Statistics Canada table is now an Excel. Now you can
create graphs etc. Note the citation in the last row.
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