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Part 1: Introduction
The Amazing APA Race is an interactive information literacy session that integrates exciting, active learning with the “flipped classroom” method of teaching. This folder contains modifiable files that you can use in developing your very own ‘Amazing Race.’ Use it to teach your students the building blocks of APA (as we did!), or modify the race to suit any topic that requires gradual learning and/or skill building.
An Amazing Race can be used in your classroom to...
· Introduce and integrate introductory video and other media resources to students in the classroom
· Experiment with ‘flipped classroom’ instruction, mobile technology, and games
· Help students understand the ‘building blocks’ or mechanics of various skills and concepts — APA citation style and beyond!
Before hosting an ‘Amazing Race’ in your classroom, some preparatory work and planning is required: We encourage you to edit and re-work the challenges in this kit to meet the needs of your topic, and your students.
Please contact aliya.dalfen@humber.ca or amy.weir@humber.ca with any questions.

Part 2: How the Race Works
The ‘Amazing Race’ classroom activity consists several challenges that are completed by teams. This activity works well for subjects/topics that require gradual learning or skill-building. The Amazing APA Race was initially created to help students in learning the building blocks of APA citation building.
Teams of 4-5 players are each provided a passport (provided in this package) which is used to track the progress of teams as they complete challenges and make their way ‘around the globe.’ 
Each ‘continent’ challenge presents a problem or activity for students to solve. In some cases, challenges may require supplementary material that must be consulted in order to successfully complete a challenge. For example, the Amazing APA Race challenges require students to create and correct APA citations using resources such as websites, journal articles, and books. When a team completes a challenge, a team member must bring the completed solution to the ‘checkpoint’ (a facilitator) for approval. As challenges are successfully completed, the passport is stamped by a facilitator at the checkpoint.Included in this Kit:
NOT provided in this Kit/
Requires Additional Resources:

The final ‘Global’ challenge is reserved for teams who have completed all other challenges first. The global challenge can be used as a culminating activity – in the Amazing APA Race, for example, a reference list is created using the citations created when completing the 6 ‘continent’ challenges.

Part 3: Resources
Resources Required for your own Amazing Race
Included in the .zip File Kit
· Challenge Handouts 
· .pub files can be modified. We encourage you to make your own changes to the challenges; there are 6 challenges total.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Solutions to Challenges
· .pub files can be modified. Solutions must be modified to suit corresponding challenge.
· Worksheets
· .pub files can be modified. Some challenges may require worksheets, while other only require scrap paper; Develop your own, or base worksheets off of the ones provided.
· Passport
· .pub files can be modified. 
Required Resources NOT included in the .zip File Kit 
· Some challenges in our pre-made race require supplementary material that must be consulted in order to complete a challenge. For example:
· The Africa ‘Paraphrase’ Challenge requires an article with a highlighted passage, so that students may paraphrase the chosen passage.
· The Europe ‘Fill in the Blanks’ challenge requires an article for students to consult when gathering the required citation information (author, date, etc.).

Part 3: Planning Tips
1. We used envelopes for each challenge “package.” These packages contained: a challenge handout/instructions, and a worksheet and supplementary resources (ie: journal article) when necessary.
2. Ensure that there are enough challenge packages available – 1 package per challenge, per team, is recommended.

Before the Race:
· Get students excited – have them pick their teams in advance (no more than 4-5 per team).
· Flip the classroom beforehand; ensure that students have familiarized themselves with any required materials prior to the race. For the Amazing APA Race, introduce students to the APA in Minutes videos available on the library website, as these will assist students in solving each challenge.
· Encourage students to bring a mobile device or laptop – provide a few extra, just in case.
· Ensure you and your facilitators are familiar with the challenges and solutions so that you are fast and confident at the checkpoint.
· Reiterate that this is a team-based activity, and that each person on the team must be the lead for at least one challenge
The Race:
· Students can begin with any challenge EXCEPT for the Global challenge. The Global challenge should be a culminating challenge that comes last; it is only completed AFTER all other challenges have been completed
· At least 2 people who are familiar with the challenges and answers should be at the checkpoint to approve completed answers, and to provide hints and guidance throughout the activity.
· When students bring the wrong answers to the checkpoint, provide hints and send them back until they come up with the correct solution
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