
APA 7th in Minutes: Scholarly Journal 
Articles  

  
This is Humber Libraries APA in Minutes.  
  
This video will show you the basics on how to cite a scholarly journal article (often referred 
to as a peer-reviewed article) in APA format, so it will end up looking like this: [example 
shown]. 
  
To cite a journal article, you will need: The author's name, the year of publication, the title 
of the article, the title of the journal, the journal volume and issue number, the page 
number(s) on which the article begins and ends, and, if given, the article's Digital Object 
Identifier, known by its acronym: D.O.I.  
  
You may find it difficult to find all of this information. Be sure to look carefully throughout 
the article or refer to the article source, such as the database you found the article in.  
  
Begin with the author's last name, comma, and initials. Follow each initial with a period. 
The year of publication is added next, in parentheses, and followed by a period. Now 
comes the title.  
  
In APA, capitalize the first letter of the title and subtitle. Capitalize any proper nouns. End 
with a period. Next, add the name of the journal (in italics), and follow with a comma. The 
volume number comes next, which is also italicized. Include the issue number in 
parentheses, and again follow with a comma. The page range comes next. Follow with a 
period. Include the D.O.I. for the article, if a D.O.I. is given. Precede the D.O.I. with: 
https://doi.org/. If no D.O.I. is available, provide a URL for the article. Look for a permanent 
or stable URL. Databases often have a permanent link button or generator. This is your APA 
citation for a journal article with one author: [example shown]. 
  
Scholarly journal articles are often written by more than one author. The 7th edition of the 
APA manual provides specific details on how to cite journal articles written by two authors, 
three to twenty authors, and more than twenty authors.  
  
To cite a journal article with two authors, include the first author's last name and initials, 
follow with a comma, space, and ampersand. And list the second author's last name and 
initials as you did with the first. The rest of your citation will be completed the same way as 
before. This is your APA citation for a journal article with two authors: [example shown]. 
  



When citing a journal article with three to twenty authors, you will again list the authors by 
last name, comma, and initials. Separate each author name with a comma and include an 
ampersand before the name of the last author. The rest of your citation will be completed 
the same way as before. Your APA citation for a journal article with three to twenty articles 
will look like this: [example shown]. 
  
If you happen to have a journal article with more than twenty authors, list the first nineteen 
authors using last name, comma, initials, and separate each author name with a comma. 
After the nineteenth author, use an ellipsis in place of the remaining author's names. Do 
not include an ampersand. End your list of authors with the name of the final author listed 
in your article. There should be only 20 names listed in total. You can then proceed to 
complete the rest of the citation according to the steps outlined in this video.  
  
An APA citation for a journal article with more than twenty authors will look like this: 
[example shown]. 
  
For an in-text citation at the end of a paraphrase, add the author's last name, comma, and 
the date of publication. Surround in parentheses and follow by a period. For articles with 
two authors, separate each author's last name with an ampersand. Articles with three or 
more authors can be cited in text by listing the first author's last name, and following with 
"et al" and a period, which means "and others". If citing a quotation from a scholarly article 
in-text, be sure to also include the page number where the quote was found. Add a 
comma after the date, then 'p', followed by a period, a space, and add the page number. 
Finish in parentheses, and conclude with a period. If your quote spans multiple pages, add 
'pp' followed by a period and a space, and then the page numbers.  
  
For more on in-text citations, watch our video linked in the description.  
  
Your reference list is at the end of your paper. Make sure to put your citations in 
alphabetical order. Don’t forget to double space, and indent after the first line. 
 
For more information and support with APA:  

• Book an appointment with the Writing Center; 
• Consult the OWL at Purdue; 
• Or refer to the APA manual available at Humber Libraries. 

 


